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The Transformation of Fushiki Port: Changes from the Kitamae-bune Era to the Steamship Era e

o om oA R
FUSHIKI ANCHORAGE
Ve ok Lmgraare.

1820 F (XH3 ) & 1893 F (BA7B 26 ) A 1905 F (BA7B 38 &) A 1914 (KIE3 %) &

LRI 2 CER L CWIOIIRRARIN SBRBRRE Tld. BID XS INKERIIEENDS DRMAHMARHATERLTEY . AARE (&G IZRAHE.
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COREIC LT, WERKHETEOXNERZ TR LD, EMEEZEA TCOcBEHEE=STEERE 'C“E%) BHEE=SIIBBBITDOREZICHED
FREL, TORR. BNERERE LTHEIEHNRFET ST LICEofce HILWREBZES T ETNREINEENDDEE, ARBEFETELAOZL%K0
CKRZRS T BT ET. 3FhOARMHPEFRTEDRANGELE L THEESNT, TNSDIHEIX 1900 F (BBE33F) H5 1912 F (KETEF) ETEM
TNfce TOKDIELT AAREIZILFMOEFAMD SITANGEENEBY ED 2D TH S,

Located at the port of the Imizu River, Fushiki Port prospered from the Kitamae-bune trades of the late Edo period (mid-18th century to the mid-19th century) and throughout the Meiji period
(mid-19th century to the beginning of the 20th century). The Kitamae-bune was a shipping route in the Edo Period that connected Osaka to Hokkaido and traveled across the Sea of Japan. As shown
in the map, the Oyabe River and the Shogawa River converged near present-day Zaimoku-cho, Takaoka The map from 1893 (Meiji 23) suggests that there was a narrow sandbank at the mouth of the
Imizu River, indicating that the water was shallow. This meant that while the Kitamae-bune ships could reach the port, the large steamships introduced throughout the Meiji period could not, due to
theirsize. Not only that, but the converging of multiple large rivers at this location caused frequent flooding.

In response to these problems, local volunteers such as Nozo Fujii, a manager of a shipping agency, were the first to advocate the pressing need to renovate the port. Nozo Fujii and other locals
repeatedly petitioned high-ranking Meiji officials for port Thanks to their efforts, the Meiji government directly carried out a project to renovate the Fushiki port. This construction project created a new
channel that separated the Oyabe River and the Shogawa River, renovating Fushiki Port into a modern port capable of berthing 3,000-ton steamships. This was made possible by the creation of new
wharfs and the dredging of the Imizu River's mouth, which deepened the water depth. The project spanned twelve years from 1900 (Meiji 33) to 1912 (Taisho 1). This was how Fushiki Port transformed

from a Kitamae-bune port to a modern port.
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