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An initiative of the Takaoka Multicultural Plan
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Event Infe

Takaoka Manyo Festival %v
Full Twenty Volume Poetry Recital .
Time 9:30 (4th Oct.) ~ 18:00 (6th Oct.)
Venue Stage set on the water at Naka-no-Shima @Kojo
Park
Memories of those who lived in ancient times reach us

during this 3-day continuous poetry recital; the past
merges with the present across the 4516 poems of the
Manyoshu. Viewers are welcome to participate in this
recital! There will be booths set up for snacks and local
products inside Kojo Park. Please join us in large
numbers!

Hatchou-Michi Market (Zuiryuji Temple —

Tomb)

Time 20th (Sun): 8am ~ 3 pm
Place Hatchou-Michi connecting the Zuiryuji Temple to

Maeda

Maeda Toshinaga’s Tomb

Selling antiques, handmade accessories and more, the

market also offers street band and “shovel” shamisen

performances.

Inquiries Shimozeki Community Center &25-2342
Takaoka Borderless UNDOKAI

October 20™ (Sun) @ Toyo Tsushin Sports Center (Takaoka

ma

"E'l't_,

L]
'ﬂl

Civic Gymnasium), Kojo Park
We are looking for participants!
Reception: 13:30; Games start: 14:00. =]
Free of charge & Bring your gym shoes!
Inquiries & Registration Please use the QR code, or send an
email to tuc3.undokai@gmail.com
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Public Facilities

Emergency Medical Drop-in Centre
Mon-Sat: 7pm~11pm

Sun/Holidays: 9am~11pm
Honmarumachi 7-1, Takaoka

(Manys Line: Kyukan Irys Centre Mae)
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¢ Office of Multicultural Affairs, Takaoka City Hall 7t" Floor
. Tel: 0766-20-1236

+ Web: http://www.city.takaoka.toyama.jp/shise/koryu

¢ Email: tabunka@city.takaoka.lg.jp

: Twitter: @takaokacity

.
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Takaoka’s Man’yo Festival & Otomo no Yakamochi
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Takaoka is considered to one of the hometowns of the
Man’yoshu, the oldest anthology of Japanese poems, comprised
of over 4500 waka organized into 20 books. It was said to have
been compiled by Otomo no Yakamochi, who served as the
governor of the Etchu Province (present-day Toyama
Prefecture) between 745 and 751 in the Fushiki Area of
Takaoka City. A renowned and prolific poet himself, he
composed 223 poems in Etchu, lauding the beauty of its natural
landscape. His poems are important historical records that
provide insight on life in the ancient Etchu Province. Otomo no
Yakamochi left 473 poems in the Man’yoshu, the most of all
Man’yo poets.

The name of the new era of Reiwa, which began in May 2019,
was also drawn from the Man’yoshu.
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ETCHU FUSHIKI YAKAMOCHI . Location: Nagano, Jigokudani Wild Monkey Park E
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Perspective

Annual Bus Tour & Snow Monkeys in Nagano!

On September 29, we went on a one-day bus tour with
Takaoka’s International Exchange Association. The
Association organizes the upcoming international festival in
November, a cherry-blossom viewing in spring, a BBQ party
in summer, and an annual bus tour among other activities
that help to promote international exchange in Takaoka
City. This year, we visited Nagano Prefecture; we met with
amiable snow monkeys who caught us by surprise by freely
crossing the bridge that we stood on. Visitors are often
mesmerized by how they enjoy the onsen (Japanese hot
spring) as much as their human counterparts. If this sparks
a bit of jealousy in winter, keep in mind that we also have
the option of getting in an onsen there ourselves.

Nagano is famous for apples and grapes and the town of
Obuse for its locally grown chestnuts. If only I could bring

back two more jars of fresh apple juice...! So, where are we

going next year?
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