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Sharing information, connecting people

An initiative of the Takaoka Multicultural Plan
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The Awaji-knot charm: Mizuhiki craft-making workshop
Time Nov 15 (Sun), 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm

Capacity 10 participants max (first come first serve)

Cost 1000 yen

Place Wahroonga Café (Otaya Street; closed on Wednesdays)
Sign-up Suehiro Kaihatsu &21-6300; Commerce &
Employment Section &20-1289

¢ Highway Bus Discount Campaign
Highway buses centered on Shin-Takaoka station that explore
the Hida / Noto regions including the World Heritage Bus
(Takayama — Shirakawago — Takaoka) Line and the Waku-
Liner continue to offer discounted tickets until December 315
(Thursday). The campaign has now expanded to include
buses that come to Takaoka.

O Waku-Liner “One-Day Onsen Trip” Package

(lunch included) to Wakura-Onsen
Included in the package are: 1) Roundtrip bus tickets to
Wakura-onsen, 2) Lunch and onsen access at the famous
“Kagaya” or its sister resort “Ae no kaze”, 2 o)

3) sweets tasting + 1000 yen coupon X
that can be redeemed at the patisserie |
Le musée de H (Hironobu Tsujiguchi,
famous pastry chef).

Sign-up Kaetsuno Travel Center & 21-6980
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Takaoka City Website
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Inquiries General Transport Section & 30-6505

When refuelling:

Avoid placing flammable materials around the heater

close to your heater. They are the cause of

There have been many accidents caused by laundry falling
P BRI N7 S0BM T AR TF S X A E

HP: http://www.city.takaoka.toyama.jp/shise/koryu

City Hall Notices
It’s getting cold, be careful with kerosene heaters

1. Always turn off the heater before refuelling.
2. Make sure the tank is tightly capped on.
Do not put flammable materials such as
clothing, newspaper, and curtains, '
most fires in winter. EJ
Never dry your laundry directly above the heater.
and catching on fire. Never hang your laundry directly above
the heater.
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: Enguiries B\\oht

wLo

: Office of Multicultural Affairs, Takaoka City Hall 7F

: Tel: 0766-20-1236

« Mail: tabunka@city.takaoka.lg.jp
Facebook: @takaokatabunka

Public Facilities
Emergency Medical Drop-in Center
Mon-Sat: 7pm~10:45pm (reception)
Sun/Hols: 9am-~10:45pm (reception)
Honmarumachi 7-1, Takaoka
(Manyo Line: Kyukan Iryo Center Mae)
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Being born in America and being put into Internment
Camps during WWILI, I started to think about how my first
trip to the land of my heritage changed my life in such a
positive way.

My first trip to Japan was in 1989. I was invited to be
part of Indiana Ambassadors in Education, Arts Education
Cultural Exchange with Japan in August of 1989 where
teachers representing theatre, visual art, dance and music
(I am a retired music educator) led by the Arts Consultant
of the Indiana Department of Education.

Before this adventure began, my husband and I arranged a
trip to visit Takaoka, Japan and visit our relatives in
Tokyo, Hiroshima and Shiga ken and connect with
Nomura Elementary School, through the help of Mr.
Kimio Arai, who we met earlier in Fort Wayne when Mr.
and Mrs. Arai came with a delegation to celebrate an
anniversary of our sister cities. The school where I was
teaching, Haverhill Elementary School began connecting
to Nomura earlier through our art teacher, Michael
Schmid. He taught the entire school the story of the
significance of the cranes and how to make origami
cranes. Haverhill students made a chain of 1000 origami
paper cranes as a gesture of friendship between our sister
cities and children. These were sent in the spring of 1989
and [ was able to visit the children at Nomura in August.
What a thrill to see the cranes in their school. I was
privileged to be able to
teach them some
American songs.
I'loved to see their
music lessons and hear e
them sing and play
instruments. The PTA "¢/
Choir sang and I was so M
pleased that they asked
me to present a recital of songs in English and Japanese
for the school.

So this was my first trip ever to Japan and what a
fantastic time it was to be with the students, teachers and
administrators at Nomura Elementary School, who
welcomed us so graciously. I will never forget that feeling.

Then Mr. Arai invited us to join him at a dinner of
newly elected Chairmen and Vice Chairmen of companies
centered in Takaoka. Mr. Arai was honoured by this group
for being elected Vice-chairman of the Takaoka Chamber
of Commerce. It was my first introduction to such a
meeting of business men and [ was the only woman
guest. Then I was introduced and asked to give a short
speech. So I sang Sakura and thanked them for such a
wonderful, welcoming evening. This was our exciting
introduction to our Sister City of Takaoka. We will never
forget the feeling of instant friendship and fondness of
everyone we met.

Then my husband flew back to Fort Wayne IN and |
began another adventure as I joined the other arts teachers
for four more weeks. As we travelled to different cities, we
learned about Japanese education and the importance of
music and art taught in Japanese Schools. This led to
future arts educators’ exchanges.

My life has been blessed by making friends through
sister cities connections.

The photos are a courtesy from Mrs. Kittaka, taken during her

family’s first visit to Takaoka City in 1989.
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Dorothy Kittaka
FRey—c Ry Rl s
Former President of Fort Wayne
Sister City International; co-founder ASH
of the Foundation for Art and Music
in Education (FAME); singer and
music educator for 47 years
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