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Sharing information, connecting people

An initiative of the Takaoka Multicultural Plan
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¥500 (¥600 on the day)

Tickets can be purchased at any of the following locations:
Beauty Yasobu Salon, Moriyamamachi Supermarket,

Wakamori Pawnbrokers, Ono

Inquiries Commerce and Employment Section &20-1289
Hina-Dolls Festival @ Yamacho Vallée

Time 10" March (Sun) 12:00

Come visit the merchant houses on Yamachosuji renovated into
an open-air space, which offers balloon art and live music on
this special occasion. You can also purchase amazake, donuts,

and coffee on the day.

Eve Infe

Yamachosuji Hina-Dolls Festival @ Yamachosuji
Time 9" (Sat) ~10™ (Sun) 10:00~17:00 (until 16:00 on Sun.)
Hina-Dolls Festival Tea Ceremony @Dozo-Zukuri Museum
Time March 11" (Sat) ~12% (Sun) 10:00~16:00

ya Shop, Maruwa

—16:00

Inquiries Cultural Creation Section &20-1255
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Public KFacilities

Emergency Medical Drop-in Center
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B I~ A FVT Toyama Dialect 101
Lesson #2: Progressive Form
Answers to last month’s quiz:
A HIZBIRZZ2D ? (Interrogative) 4 A IXIIRAIRD 2 FARIZAT<A T, (Explanatory) “FAKIZAT<AN T,

BIITESTOIXELVTT, (Nominalizer) & ILITELTNITELWTT,
Let’s learn how to say something in the progressive form!
Eg.: to look Stavrédar(%5 Caféla;j)/Slang Diaklecét BERT L EBE 72 U v XS ML 57 I !
Present ~TW ~ ~ = 0,05 NS 9 \
I am looking. BTN D HTD H &b ;H’FLH;;:I/'E) SN MAE AT L ATV
Past ~TW ~TTz ~tot B :
I was looking. BTN BT Bl ot Were you watching TV yesterday? Linda was on TV!

Given what we learnt last time, it would be easy to ask a question in the progressive form with @ (by turning @ into 73).

English Standard Casual/Slang Toyama!
What are you doing now? AL fELTNDHD? S fLTHD? AL EDN?
L. fILTAD? OA, fMLLEAN?
Standard Casual/Slang Dialect Toyama!
Present ~TNBD ~THD ~&BD ~LBH
~Th®D > ~LAN
What are you looking at? | filf&ZTW\HD 2 | Al TNLHD ? 7L 2 Al Bns 2
W HTAD 2 WIS 2
Past ~TWVWED ~TleD ~Lofd ~blolen
What were you looking at? | fi[& 7 TWeD ? | i TlD ? fi]Fr&oT=D ? [y s
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Qiﬁ.iz Transform the following sentences into Toyama Dialect.

il % 5 - T2 @ ? (What are you saying?)
E 24T T 72D ? (Where have you been?)

9 By THEI ARV TV, (I was listening to music until 9 o’clock).
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Perspective NEAEE0BENDREEE

“The Little Things” by Amy Ether

The older I become, the more value I place with the English
idiom, ‘don’t sweat the small stuff’. Essentially, what this means is
that we should not worry about little things that are unimportant to the
big picture. I have found this way of thinking to be particularly
relevant when settling into my new life in Toyama Prefecture. It is
important to understand that while small mistakes and difficulties will
arise - they are an inevitable part of our integration - they are not the
be all and end all. While I choose to move past the trivial difficulties
that I encounter daily, that does not mean that I completely discredit
the value of ‘the little things’ in life. With a change in perspective, I
continually try to replace any irrelevant little worries with finding joy
in small, everyday pleasures. Joy comes in many different forms,
some of which can prove to be most surprising. Most of my fondest
memories since arriving in Japan have come from finding joy in the
most unexpected places.

Until coming to Toyama, my commute to work was quite short
and so driving to and from work every day initially seemed repetitive
and mundane, however, it is now an increasingly cherished part of my
day. On a clear day, the sky reveals the stunning mountains that
surround our prefecture. They are especially breath-taking as I drive
home, in the moments before sunset, when they are illuminated in an
orange and red. In this golden hour, the mountains provide me with an
invaluable treasure that I find nowhere else. They remind me of how
lucky I am to live in a place that provides endless stimulation for the
soul. The mountains are never the same on any given day, and with
that, I consider them much the same as people, with a unique
personality of their own.

One of the greatest challenges I have faced since moving to
Toyama has been communication. My Japanese language ability is
limited, to say the least, and with that, it was initially difficult to form
relationships with my students and colleagues. However, I have
slowly learnt that it is not what you say that is important, but the effort
of saying anything at all where true value lies. My progress has been
slow, and I constantly make mistakes but I discovered that the process
of learning itself can be the basis of meaningful encounters. For
example, | have a student who regularly visits my desk to exchange
tongue twisters with me - she teaches me one in Japanese before I
return one in English. Additionally, one of my Japanese colleagues
often brightens my day by starting a small conversation with me. We
only ever exchange a few broken sentences, often accompanied by a
snack. Although these conversations are brief, they prove to be
immeasurably heart-warming. Small interactions such as these far
overshadow any communication difficulties that I encounter.

Coming to Toyama has not been without challenge, but the
moments of joy I have experienced far outweigh any troubles I have
encountered along the way. I think it is important to remember that
with a change in perspective, we can find success and strength in any
struggles we face.
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Photos by/#&#% :
Amy Ether (4 3
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Send us your pictures of Takaoka!
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