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Sharing information, connecting people

An initiative of the Takaoka Multicultural Plan
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Fushiki Port Festival

July 30th (Sat)
18:00-22:00 Food stands and night market
20:00-20:30 Fireworks festival
July 31st (Sun)
18:00-22:00 Food stands and night market
18:30-19:30 Fushiki Mast Stepping Folk

Dance & Kenkayama Dance Parade
August 1st (Mon)
8:30 and onwards: Maritime Safety Ceremony
Place Tamagawa Chuo Park and surrounding areas
Inquiries Fushiki Port Festival Committee ©@44-0483

Fukuoka Town Historical Area Project (Free!)
Treasure Hunt Stamp Rally
Come visit the town of Fukuoka, and learn more about its
history and culture by participating in the stamp rally. Win
prizes by collecting stamps and answering quiz questions
along the historical Hokuriku Road, where you can also enjoy
colourful Tanabata decorations.
Time 30th (Sat) From 10:00 — 16:00 (Prizes handed out on a
first-come, first-served basis)
Place House of Gagaku, Ippuku-dokoro, Shimada Residence,
Fukuoka Nigiwai Exchange Center (stamp rally pamphlet
available at all facilities)
Inquiries Fukuoka Station Area Urban Planning Office
©64-1438

AR

Hi?k%aijb
7B308%)
18:00~22:00 &JE-FHRE
20:00~20:30 #SRIENAS
7A31HE)
18:00~22:00 &JE-FHRE
18:30~19:30 AARMUFFE UALIREED -
IFANLEEMRO REERTRU

8AH1HMP

8:30~ B_LLZ AR

B ENPRAREED,

Bl& RAKREEFDONEITEZEESB44-0483

EREREEERE (E\A)
FEOFEERUIA—-I3—
THECEANIIBILPEENERIAT, 9> T2 &N

BYAXIHRELL  fRRDESE - AL Z R KFUFE
A BIIECRTEE TRREILESNET.
BE 7RA30BOFRT10E~FE 4K (KRENBRD
IREBRET)
1B HEEORE. Vo5, SHED, EEICEDVIIREE
Fh (RY>TEMREE IR TAF)
FS 1EERE i X EERIRHEERT64-1438

City [Hell Netices

Prevention Against Heatstroke
Inquiries Health Promotion Section &20-1345
»To avoid overheating: adjust indoor AC temperatures and
wear light clothing while ensuring frequent ventilation.

»Take off your mask from time to time: in outdoor settings,

when there is enough social distance from others (2m and
more)

»Hydrate regularly even if you might not feel thirsty

»Take care of your body and health on a daily basis: check
your body temperature regularly. If you feel unwell, make

sure to take the time to rest at home. Exercise moderately
to get your body more used to handling the summer heat.
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Office of Multicultural Affairs, Takaoka City Hall 7F
Tel: 0766-20-1236

Mail: tabunka®city.takaoka.lg.jp
Facebook: @takaokatabunka n
HP: http://www.city.takaoka.toyama.jp/shise/koryu
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Follow us on Facebook! -
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Emergency Medical Drop-in Center Qs
Mon-Sat: 7pm~10:45pm (reception) Pi
Sun/Hols: 9am~10:45pm (reception)
Honmarumachi 7-1, Takaoka

(Manyo Line: Kyukan Iryo Center Mae)
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“Lost in Translation”
By Wendy Cho (Takaoka City ALT)
“I'm sorry. I can't understand Japanese,” is my go-to
phrase since the moment I landed in Japan a little over 8
months ago. Prior to arriving, I had little experience with
Japanese. The most basic tasks, such as grocery
shopping, became daunting. However, I have found that
even with my lack of language ability, everyone in Japan
has been incredibly understanding and kind. I wanted to
take some time to share some funny moments where
I've been lost in translation.

Just for a little background, my name
is Wendy. I'm an ALT from Canada.
Although I only speak English, I am
second-generation Korean-Canadian.
Due to my Asian appearance, many
people in Japan have mistaken me for
a Japanese person.

The first incident:

Shortly after I landed in Japan, a couple other ALTs and
I went to Mister Donut. The other ALTs were much more
proficient in Japanese, so I asked them to order first so I
could use them as a model. When it got to my turn, I
remembered the names of the donuts, I remember how
to say please and thank you, but I forgot how to say
“that’s all.” T instinctively spoke in English, only to
stumble on my words. I reverted to simply using
gestures. The workers there were so patient and did
their best to communicate with me despite the language
barrier. At one point, the two workers looked at each
other and said “Oh, I thought she was Japanese.”
Although it was embarrassing at the time, I look back at
it and laugh. Now, I will never forget the word for “that’s
all.”

The second incident:

Later in May, I travelled to Kanazawa for a weekend trip.
I had an amazing time going shopping and visiting the
various shrines in the city. At Oyama Shrine, I noticed
they were selling decorated ema. They had an English
sign that explained I could buy one to take home as a
souvenir. I picked up an ema and brought it to the
worker. He asked if I wanted to write a message and tie
the ema at the shrine, but I forgot the word for “take
out.” I, once again, reverted to body language. I used
both hands to point out of the building. The worker
quickly realised “"Ahhhh mochikairu”. I was overjoyed
that my gestures worked. Now, I will never forget the
word for “take out.”

What I've learnt from all of this:

I am very lucky to be living in
Toyama as the people here (and
the surrounding prefectures) are so
considerate. Also, gestures are
incredibly useful.
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