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Sharing information, connecting people

An initiative of the Takaoka Multicultural Plan
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Public Facilities

Emergency Medical Drop-in Center
Mon-Sat: 7pm-~11pm

Sun/Hols: 9am-~11pm

Honmarumachi 7-1, Takaoka
;Manyo Line: Kyukan Iryo Center Mae)
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Lvent Info

Takaoka Nabe Festival
@Downtown of Takaoka City

Time: (Sat) 13" & (Sun) 14" January from 11am to 4pm
With a large pot of a diameter of 2m made by Takaoka’s
traditional industries, you will enjoy a delicious nabe
full of fresh seafood and vegetables. As one of the
largest nabe festivals on the side of the Japan Sea,
Takaoka Nabe Festival offers a variety of nabe featuring
crabs, taro and oysters from inside and outside the
prefecture.
A two-ticket set can be purchased in advance from
convenience stores and other stores for ¥600. Tickets
bought on the day will cost ¥350 per ticket.
~Free Public Transit Available~
Free shuttle bus every 15 minutes between AEON Mall
and the South Exit of Takaoka Station (10 am ~ 4pm).
Free Manyo tram tickets tickets distributed to people
getting off at Takaoka station, Suehirocho, Katahara-
machi, and Sakashita-machi (11am ~ 4pm).
Japanese Language Learning
@ Takaoka Fureai Welfare Center
Let’s Learn to Read and Write Kanji!
Time 9" and 23" Janunary; 18:50 — 20: 50
Cost ¥ 1000
Japanese Language Class
Time 20" and 27% December; 10:00 — 12:30.
January’s topics: Dreams about the Future; My Job
Cost ¥ 500/lesson

Regist. Office of Multicultural Affairs &20-1236

JET World Festival (@Toyama International
Conference Centre (Sunday 17" February)

We are looking for volunteers at each of the attractions
and performers for the stage! (International Booths,
International Café, Kid’s Corner, Multicultural
Workshop) Registration: http:/bit.ly/jetfestreg
(Email: w-zhuOl@city.takaoka.lg.jp)
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Office of Multicultural Affairs, Takaoka City Hall 7F
Tel: 0766-20-1236

HP: http://www.city.takaoka.toyama.jp/shise/koryu
Mail: tabunka@city.takaoka.lg.jp

Twitter: @takaokacity
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Perspective

Prior to 3 years ago I had no interest in politics. I thought
the political process in the US was corrupt and inefficient,
and that my vote was inconsequential. Then came the 2016
Presidential Election. I had been living in Alaska for a year
and a half at this time. I was awoken by the doorbell. I
stumbled out of bed and opened the front door to my friend
Devon. She excitedly told me to get dressed, that I was
coming with her to go vote for the Democratic primaries. I
had not planned on going, but with a little coaxing and the
promise of food I capitulated. I walked over to the voting
site with Devon and my roommate Neil. I thought that it
would be a short trip, and that I would quickly vote and be
on my way towards a nice breakfast. Little did I know;
Alaska’s Democratic Primary is a caucus. At a caucus,
candidates or representatives give speeches to gain votes.
Then voters will move to a place in the room designated
for a particular candidate. As we squeezed into the
crowded lecture hall, I noticed a palpable change in the
atmosphere. It was electric. I had always considered the
voting process to be boring, but [ was quickly swept away
by the fervour. As the representatives gave their speeches,
the hall became filled with cheers and boos. When the
speeches ended the room split into a hundred conversations
as acquaintances and friends debated amongst themselves.
Devon and I were staunchly for Bernie Sanders, while Neil
supported Hilary Clinton. During the conversation, I felt a
little out of my depth with my glaring lack of
governmental policy and political knowledge. I promised
myself in that moment that I would not remain ignorant.
Then came the vote. Everyone shuffled to their designated
voting space. The votes were counted and Bernie Sanders
was named the winner. He would go on to win the rest of
Alaska’s districts by a landslide. I was bubbling with
excitement. The final item on the schedule for the caucus
was to choose the district representatives for Alaska’s State
Democratic Convention. I was curious to see who would
be chosen. A part of me really wanted to go, but [ was
hesitant. Who was I to represent Bernie Sanders or
Alaskans? Minutes passed and still no one came forward. I
gathered my courage and went over to inquire about what
the requirements to go were. [ was told that they rarely had
enough people volunteer to go to the convention, because
the convention took place over 900km away. I ran over to
Devon and Neil told them we should volunteer. So, we did.
That May, we flew to Anchorage and got a first-hand look
at American politics in action. The state convention lit a
fire in me that has only grown since. While the American
political system is deeply flawed, the only way to enact
change is with your own two hands.
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Noah Galarza (in Alaska)
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Send us your pictures of Takaoka!

iéEEEEEEEEEEEHEEIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII



