Sharing information, connecting people

An initiative of the Takaoka Multicultural Plan
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Kanaya Night
Enjoy a light-up of the townscape of Kanayamachi, known
for its wooden latticed houses and stone paved street.
Dates August 5™ (Fri) and 6™ (Sat) 19:00 — 21:00
October 7t (Fri) and 8t (Sat) 18:00 — 21:00
Location Kanayamachi Area

Light-up and Night Market
The 4th Summer Bonsai Exhibition
@Zuiryuji Temple
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Dates August 12t (Fri) and 13t (Sat) 18:30 — 21:30 gg %ilégéﬁgé?’g (é)%BE;SSF;Zl.BO
Admission 500 yen on the day (Advance tickets 350 yen); q:n:: H E\ﬂ
free admission for ES children and below . T TR N e
Inquiries Kitanihonshinbun Newspaper @22 —2226 EiaS 1?52&%&[%3?1@;,[52&?1 FXaIB22-2226
Takaoka City Tourism Association @20— 1547 FEHEXHE 820-1547
Fukuoka Historical Town Project EREREHEEE

Sugegasa (Sedge Hats) Workshop (Free!)
Make a mini-sugegasa (17cm in diameter) using the sedge
harvested in Fukuoka town, where the craftsmanship of
sugegasa-making has been designated as Japan Heritage.
Time August 20th (Sat) mMorning Session: 10:00 — 12:00
mAfternoon Session: 13:00 — 15:00
Location Fukuoka Nigiwai (Fukool)
Audience JHS Students and Above (adult accompaniment
needed for ES students)
Capacity 15 Participants/session (by order of sign-up)
Inquiries & Sign-up by phone & 64-1227, FAX 64-1228,
or LINE with your address, name, birthdate, phone number,
and preferred session time to Fukool. Apply by August 12th

(Fri).

Satoyama Cultural Event: Indigo Dye
Time August 21st (Sun) and 28th (Sun) from 9:30 to 12:00
(rain or shine)
Location Satoyama Exchange Center ©31-6617
Capacity 25 participants each time (by lottery)
Cost 1000 yen/person (including the cost of the T-Shirt)
Inquiries & Sign-up by phone, post, or Email with your
address, name, phone number, and preferred date to
Satoyama Exchange Center until August 8th (Sun), by noon.
Address: 933-0968 Kuniyoshi 1324-1; Email:
satoyama@p?2.tcnet.ne.jp)
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Office of Multicultural Affairs, Takaoka City Hall 7F
Tel: 0766-20-1236

Mail: tabunka®city.takaoka.lg.jp
Facebook: @takaokatabunka n
HP: http://www.city.takaoka.toyama.jp/shise/koryu

[=]pr=e

R=TU% [Wnh! |
Follow us on Facebook!
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Emergency Medical Drop-in Center Qs
Mon-Sat: 7pm~10:45pm (reception) Pis:
Sun/Hols: 9am~10:45pm (reception)
Honmarumachi 7-1, Takaoka

(Manyo Line: Kyukan Iryo Center Mae)
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Gaijin’s Home

By Carmela Ann Santos
My first few months as a gaijin highlighted the striking
contrasts between my home country — the Philippines,
and Japan. But time has its way of uncovering things,
albeit slowly, until we see the whole picture. Now on my
9th month in Takaoka, I came to realize that Filipinos
and Japanese share the same heartbeat for quite a few

things.
Love for FOOD
Filipinos love to eat. No matter how simple or

extravagant, food and fellowship is a staple on every
Filipino occasion. 90% of my adventures in Japan include
food which proves how much the Japanese love eating,
too. Restaurants are everywhere, food options are
incredibly numerous and varied— and the number of
sushi plates you are allowed to
finish is unlimited! Takaoka offers
food in every corner, and I love
how I can easily walk to these
places to satisfy my cravings with
friends. People eat to celebrate
happy days and not-so good days,
and Japan won't judge you for
doing the same.

Love for the ARTS

The Philippines is home to various artists — poets,
musicians, painters, mural artists, sculptors, ballet
dancers, literary artists and more. As someone who
enjoys writing and musing on different things (especially
nature), I was glad to find out that Japan is abundant in
creative outlets and inspiration. You don’t even need to
step inside a museum to experience art! Takaoka has
festival floats, Anpanman vending machines,

Doraemon-inspired everything, “...‘ .

colorful flowers blooming in
spring, and there’s the changing
beauty of nature throughout the
four seasons with a bonus view
of the majestic, snow-capped
Mt. Tateyama. Art is such a
constant attraction here.

Love for NATURE

Whenever I long for solace, all I need to do is walk a
few steps from my apartment until I face the calming
view of Kojo Park’s lake. The Philippines, being a country
surrounded by the sea and has Mr. Sunshine all-year
long, also offers the same comfort to me. I especially
enjoyed taking pictures of the sky back home and I
couldn't believe I would see more of it (and in different
sunset colors!) here in Japan. Everywhere I look, there is
always a reason to bring out my phone, open my camera
and take a snapshot or a video. Nature in Takaoka is
simply breathtaking!

In less than a year of being a teacher in a foreign land, I
am convinced of it: I am miles away from home, but still
home.
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