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Sharing information, connecting people
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An initiative of the Takaoka Multicultural Plan

A

T2 E 75 v a5 ool T

KEHASHI

o

A~
= PR E D

HEF 4 A 1 HOKN~12 H(B )0>

~11 B (EAAEYRUT)

€ IR B TR <O

HEF “FRT10RE~ 1% 43057

(3-4-5-11 A &#(T)

k& AL ET00H

& pa LT 823-5000

*T@QRHP‘H? %mﬂmv\j@%%ﬁ%%f%téu\

D @EBAR
1% 6 I 30 53

ok BT ERHZIS
S/ NRE - fﬁ%l 7R = —Z (%) 8km)
HEE 19 H (H)FAT9R5055y (EFIMMBEES) 53 L5
A - AR A E BN AR =1 — A (59 7km)
HEF 54 3H (H)FR18IH3045y
(hEBRES)
WG, 200H (£ B 2L
M& EHes B26-5225
IR « FERAIC DD IR — AR = TR TZ S,
T ] T ST AR
(H WEfREE, BLH OBEITEFEH)
BRI IITHTIC 22 MO ZIR L £ LT, ZD%<
ER(EEFADYY &7 s LA PAG A D 2=y Ao PN (P =004
TarTY, RETIEINOOESLEZF.OIC, fal, 4, T
=70 RERBTRLET, AL AEDORBONGILNHEE
DENZETEELITZEI,

HiEE 4 H 10 H&~5 A 6 BUKNOAT 9 K 30 /3~ 5
E# (NBEIEF% 4 BF 30 29 £ 0)

¥ % 500 M (AiT5EY 400 M)

Public Facilities

Emergency Medical Drop-in Center
Mon-Sat: 7pm-~-11pm

Sun/Hols: 9am-11pm

Honmarumachi 7-1, Takaoka

(Manyo L1ne Kyukan Iryo Center Mae)
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Event Info

Takaoka Sakura Festival @ Takaoka Kojo Park
Time April 1 (Wed) to 12 (Sun), 6:30 to 11:00 pm
(Paper Lamp Light-up)
€ Kojo Park Canal Pleasure Boat Ride
Time 10 am to 4:30 pm (March ~ May; November)
Cost 700 yen for junior high students and above
Inquiries Chamber of Comm. and Industry & 23-5000

€ <For more information on cherry blossom viewing in

Takaoka, access this guide from the QR Code on the left.
Takaoka Walking Association

€ Oyabe / Kurikara Mountain (8 km)

Time April 19 (Sun) 9:05 am

Meeting at Kurikara Station

€ Tonami / Tonami General Sports Park (7
km)
Time May 3 (Sun) 8:30 am
Meeting at Aburaden Station
Cost 200 yen (free for members)
Inquiry Sports Association & 26-5225
If postponed or cancelled, find out here:
https://www.takaoka-walking.net/
Takaoka City Art Museum

(Closed on Mondays, or on the following weekday if
Monday falls on a holiday)
X 70z The City Museum has 22

: i new exhibits from 2019,
@j;{ 7¥370 most of which came from

; a Vg Z personal collections through
exchanges with
contemporary artists. The
current exhibition contains
more than 70 pieces
including painting, sculpture,
and handicrafts. Come
explore the richness of
creativity that abounds in
—+ intellectual connections.

Tlme April 10th (Fri) ~ May 6th (Wed), 9:30 am to 5 pm
(last admission at 4:30 pm); 500 yen (400 yen in advance)
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Office of Multicultural Affairs, Takaoka City Hall 7F
HP: http://www.city.takaoka.toyama. Jp/sh1se/koryu
Mail: tabunka@city.takaoka.lg.jp .
Facebook: @takaokatabunka
Tel: 0766-20-1236
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Perspective szl

“Blending In”

Growing up in the United States, [ was always one
of a few Asian students in a majority Caucasian student body.
I suppose it’s important to note that I’m a fourth- generation
Japanese-American. As a child, I never considered myself an
“other” or a minority but as I experienced more of the world,
the feeling of otherness became much more salient. I started
to realize just how much I stood out in a sea of non-Asian
classmates, friends, and strangers.

It was with this feeling of otherness that I came to
Japan. I was extremely interested as to whether my Japanese
ancestry and associated appearance would allow me to “pass”
as an average Japanese person or if my American mannerisms
would only serve to isolate me. It should also be noted that I
am by no means fluent in the Japanese language, having only
taken a few language courses during college. Would I be able
to “blend in” by appearance alone?

The answer, as it turned out, was both yes and no.
My first experience with being assumed as just another person
from Japan occurred at the local grocery store, just a few days
after coming to Takaoka. Two high school-aged students
asked me, in Japanese, what curry went best with a fish they
were planning on cooking. Soon enough, quick conversations
like this became the norm, from random strangers asking me
how to get to Kojo Park to other ALTs thinking I was just a
random Japanese person to several elderly Japanese women
asking me if they were boarding the correct train. The first
time this happened was also my first time riding that specific
line. With my rudimentary Japanese language skills, I told her
where I was going, hoping that would be enough. She then
replied in very rapid Japanese and went to sit down and I
hoped and prayed she was actually on the correct train.

While I was able to “pass” as a Japanese citizen on
a surface level, I soon came to realize that the instant I spoke,
my secret would be out. For a little while, this became a real
struggle for me, as I was trying my best to blend in, despite a
low language proficiency level. Instead receiving the merciful
looks that my fellow first-year ALTs were given, following
their attempts at Japanese communication, I felt slightly
looked down upon for my lack of language fluency. As the
months passed, I realized that the very sense of otherness that
I experienced my whole life in America was what I had come
to desire in Japan. Having the opportunity to live in Japan was
my first time not being the minority and experiencing all the
pros and cons that accompany such a designation. It’s a slow
and ongoing process but I feel as though my place in Japan is
much more nuanced than I originally believed.

For what it’s worth, the woman was, in fact, on the correct
train.
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The Yaezakura in Takaoka
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Send us your pictures of
Takaoka!
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